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MCHS

111 W. Montgomery Ave.
Rockville, MD 20850

Mission Statement
The Montgomery County
Historical Society is dedi-
cated to encouraging the
Countyds resi
public at large to discover
their common heritage.

Using its historic resources,
MCHS fosters partnerships
with others to create a
shared sense of place in a
changing environment.

Museum Hours
Wed-Sun 12-4

Library Hours

Wed-Fri 10-4
Sat 12-4

Administration
301-340-2825

Library
301-340-2974

Fax
301-340-2871

www.montgomeryhistory.org

info@montgomeryhistory.org

Montgomery County Historical Society

Newsletter

Summer/Fall 2010

New Exhibit and Furnishings at the
Beall-Dawson House

AAn Ol d Brick House i
Styledo: 190 Years of
Beall-Dawson House
Through May 1, 2011

This yearlong retrospective of the history of

our own BealDawson House, from its con-
struction in the early 9century through the
present day, looks at the structure and the sur-
rounding landscape as well as the people who
have lived, played, worked and died here over
the past 190 years, fr
hold to the Historical
staff. Our new selfuided option allows you

| to tour the house at your own paca, of

5 course, our dedicated volunteers are still avail-

| able for guided tours, Friday through Sunday.

NEW HOURS

Jane C. Sween Research Libravyednesday Friday 104, Saturday 1-2
BeallDawson House and Stonestreet Museum of 19th Century Medicine:
Wednesday Sunday 124
Guided tours offered FridaySunday at 12:15, 1:15, 2:15 and 3:15



A Message from Debbie Rankin, Executive Director

Change is a natural part of life, but certainly a part many of us resist or shy away from. However, noy
time to embrace change, to take control of it and not allow it to control us. And that is exactly what w
to do at the Montgomery County Historical Soc
keep track. But as | write the final reports to our funders detailing the changes and challenges we fag
MCHS, | am astonished.

In the coming year you will continue to notice changes at the Montgomery County Historical Society,

« Anincrease in communications arriving via your computer and a decrease in communications arri

mail. This is a good changét saves the environment and saves us momégpe you will help us move

this change along even faster by accepting our communications electronically.

e AHappy Birthday Montgomery Countyo and the
and reinvigorate these popular events.

« Exhibits will change less frequently, but the quality will be enhanced and content broadened.

« Tours at the Beall Dawson House now have options: dageded or selguided.

« Our public hours have changed effective July 1: BRallvson House and Stonestreet Museum 8f 19
Century Medicine are now open Wednes@aymday from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m., and the Jane Sween Libr
now open Wednesddiriday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturdays from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.

e The lease at the Waters House in Germantown was terminated and the house closed to the publig
30, 2010. (See article on page 4.)

The Board, staff, and volunteers will spend significant time looking reflectively inward and ambitiously
ward during the coming months. Wedl |l strengt
and establish outreach projects with collegia

ask for feedback, comments, and suggestions as we reinterpret our museums and provide a broader
on county history.

But some things will not change. Our mission to preserve and interpret the history of this great county
continue. Our wonderful volunteers, dedicated board and committed staff will continue their work to b
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tain the Montgomery County Historical Society remains relevant and educates the public about its shared his

tory. Stay tuned over the coming year!
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Calendar of Events

Museum Shop SaléNow through the end of August
Select items in our Museum Shop are marked down-80%. Be sure not to miss this limitdthe opportunity!

History Explorers Summer Camp August 913
Our popular summer camp is back for another week of historical adventures.

AEverything OI Craftsfrom thewPash Qctoben3) 10, 17 and 24

AOHdashionedo crafts have come back into fashion! Wh
good company, our Sunday crafting workshops are for you. With examples from our textile collections to provide inspi
ration, youoll compl ete a small project in an aftern

the supplies necessary to crasisch a small motto, embroider a dishtowel, quilt a coaster, or knit a scarf.
Where:At the BeallDawson House, Rockville, from4. p.m.

Who:Ages 16 and up. Limit 10 participants each sessiontgmistration required.

How Much:$25 for each workshop, or $80 if you register for all four. Supplies are included.

Holiday Shop Around at Strathmore November 1114

Save time this holiday shopping season, by visiting a dozen museum shops in one convenient location! As always, th
Historical Society shop will be the highlight (if we do say so ourselves) of this wonderful event at the Mansion at Strath
more, Rockville.

Holiday Tours at the BealtDawson HouseDecember 130
In keeping with the new exhibit in the House, this vy
century, as the Dawson family might have celebrated it.

Holiday Open HouseDecember 8, @ p.m.
View the historic BealDawson House by candlelight while enjoying light refreshments. The Museum Shop will be
open late this evening as wepecial membersnly event.

SAVE THE DATE
January 22, 2011Montgomery County History Conference
March 5, 2011:Montgomery County History Day competition, Richard Montgomery High School

On-going Events

Second Sunday of the month, 12:00 Office Hours at the Stonestreet Museum of'A@entury Medicine

Dr. Edward E. Stonestreet (as portrayed by interpretive docent Clarence Hickey) holds his regular office hours the sec
Sunday of every month. Learn the realities df ¢8ntury medical treatments as Dr. Stonestreet shares his medical knowl-
edge and teaches visitors to make pills and remove bullets. The Stonestreet Muséu@entd§ Medicine was Dr.
Stonestreet's Rockville office from 1852 to 1903. Included with museum admission (members free).

First Friday of the month, 10:3012:30 Genealogy Help at the Jane C. Sween Research Library

First Friday sessions are open to anyone needing help. Some months have a specific topic or theme and others are m
nuts and bolts. MCHS's Librarian Patricia Andersen and trained volunteers will help answer your genealogical questiot
Included with admission (members free). It is recommended you call first to determine the month's topic.

For more information, call 36340-2974 or emaipandersen@montgomeryhistory.org

For more information on current happenings, please visit our website at
www.montgomeryhistory.org


mailto:pandersen@montgomeryhistory.org

Waters House History Center Closes

Due to budget cuts at the county and state levels, the Historical Society Board of Directors made the difficult decision
cease operations at the Waters House History Center in Germantown. The house and grounds are owned by the Mar
land-National Capital Park and Planning Commission; MCHS has leased the building ascamtypfacility since

2001. The decision to terminate operations at the Waters House was made by the Board of Directors of MCHS as a d
rect result of the declining economyhe Historical Society continues to experience unprecedented reductions in fund-
ing and support at all levels, including a 50% decrease in direct county funding for fiscal year 2011.

The Waters House provided exhibit galleries, program and meeting rooms, and a research library based on the MCHSE
duplicate holdings. The Rockville campus remains operational and open to the public. MCHS will continue to present
exhibits and programs at the two Rockville museums and the main research facility, the Jane Sween Library.

Emily Correll Retires

Emily Correll, School Program Coordinator since 1994, retired at the end of th@0D0%chool year. During her ten-

ure with MCHS Emily maintained and developed our populassph®ol and elementary school programs, and started

the Montgomery County History Day competition to facilitate county participation in the National History Day program.
Emily will be honored each year through teily Correll Teacher of the Year Awanghich will be presented at Mont-
gomery County History Day.

Stonestreet Medicinal Garden Blooming

The fenced garden behind the Bda#lwson House has taken on a healthful glow this year, thanks to outalerited
Assistant Director, Beth Hickey. Garden Guide brochures, describing the plants and their properties, are available in:
Museum or in a self service brochure rack by the parking lot. This fall, with assistance from the Montgomery County
Master Gardeners Landscape Design Teand a local Boy Scout working on his Eagle Scout prejget garden will
transform into a comfortable space for outdoor education with the addition of a new bench, an arbor and more plant s
cies. Look for more changes as the garden continues to grow in the coming year!

Help the Society By Using GoodSearch

MCHS is now registered with GoodSearch, a Yahased search engine that donates one penny per search to the cause
of your choice. You can also access over 1,300 online shopping sites through GoodSearch, and a percentage of you
purchase will be donated to your cause. Be sure to download the GoodSearch toolbar from www.goodsearch.com, s
MCHS as your charity of choice, and start searching and shopping!

Research Fellowship Awarded

John Spiers, a doctoral student at Boston College, has been awarded the first Mary Kay Harper Center for Suburban
Studies Fell owship. Mr. Spiersodé dissertation examin
through case studies from D.C. , Northern Virginia, a
of the Fellowship, Mr. Spiers will give a presentation on his research at the 2011 History Conference, and write an art
cle for the Spring issue dheMontgomery County Story

Visit us on Facebook, and Read our Blog

e Dond6t forget to become a Afano of the MCHS Faceboo
events, programs and happenings, all from the comfort of your Facebook homepage.

e Our curatorodés blog, AA Fine Collection, 0 gives you
mark the page, or subscribe to receive new posts via email! www.afinecollection.wordpress.com



Montgomery Connections

The final banners in oMontgomery Connectiormoject launch in September, in
the central court at Lakeforest Mall. Five historically significant local individuals
are profiled: Anna Reinhardt, who started a school for the deaf in Kensington in
1907; Lloyd Coates, whose parents helped found the African American commp-
nity of Sugarland in the years after the Civil War; Maria Waters, whose childhgod
was spent in rural Neelsville at the turn of the last century; Sam Eig, a local dgvel-
oper who has a highway named in his honor; and Hallowell Maus Spencer, ar
amateur photographer from Rockville whose photos have helped preserve his
familyds history in a vivid and engaging manner .
Www.montgomeryconnections.org

Photo: Hallowell Spencer (far right) and his cousins, the Bennett sisters,
circa 1900. Hallowell is holding the shutter release camera cord in|his
left hand. Donated by Laurence Halstead

MCHS Receives A Surprise Planned Gift: ACharitable Gift Annuity

Last month, the staff at MCHS received a wonderful phone call from long time member and supporter Kathryn

tion to a charity (in this case, MCHS) and income to the donor.
Thank you to Kathryn for your generous gift!

We hope Kat hrynos comnsoeryPlanned Gifutc MCiH8 s you t
We care about youregacy and you can help assure dargyenerations!

What is a Charitable Gift Annuity?
A charitable gift annuity is a way to make a gift to your favorite charity, and still receive an income for yourself ¢
ers. Other Planned Giving options include: mentioning MCHS in your will, establishing a bequest or trust, and &
MCHS as a beneficiary to your life insurance policy.

Kathryn wanted to make a donation in the form Qhearitable Gift Annuitya planned gift which provides a contribut

For more information contact Debbie Rankin at-3d0-2825 or drankin@montgomeryhistory.org.

Changes to Membership Categories and Newsletter Distribution

When you receive your membership renewal, you will notice changes to the MCHS member catAparitdés year

Brooke

Dr oth-
adding

the newsletter and MCHS correspondence will gradually move to electronic distribution. For those who still want to re-

ceive newsletters on paper and by mail, you are strongly encouraged to switch to electronic commumit@kishs.
needs your help to keep overhead low and combat the ever increasing costs of printing andanailthg i t 6 s

bet

the environment, too! If you cannot receive communications by email, you will have the option to continue receiving

paper copies at an additional annual c&dease read your membership renewal information carefully. As always,
you for your support of the Montgomery County Historical Society!

Welcome New Members!

Michael Alcorn Richard A. Hardesty Kevin Fosko
Suzanne Johnson Terry Jacobs Karen Stohr

Gwen Reese Steve Chicherio Julia Nonnenkamp
Patricia Gursky Sarah H. Mitchell Jane V. Snyder
Elizabeth Reid Anita Branison Rosita Williams
Elaine V. Kies, Ed. D. Charlene Heeter Karen Britto
Charles P. Raynor Marylin Pierre Richard A. Cole
Ellen V. Morris Karen Kasizn Martha Temkin

thank



