
MCHS Volunteers Win Awards 

Mary Lou Luff and Clarence Hickey, in character, receive their awards from Mary 
Lynne Scott, member of Peerless Rockville’s Board of Directors.  

Congratulations to two of our dedicated volunteers, Clarence Hickey and 
Mary Lou Luff, who were awarded the Arthur M. Wagman Award for Historic 
Preservation Communication at Peerless Rockville’s Preservation Awards on 
June 11th, 2009.   Mary Lou and Clarence were recognized for their work in 
communicating Rockville’s history through living history presentations,  
research, lectures, and publications.  Clarence interprets the life and work of 
Dr. Edward Elisha Stonestreet (1830-1903) of Rockville, while Mary Lou  
performs as Jane Robb (Mrs. Upton) Beall (1793-1849) or Adelaide Hall (Mrs. 
Samuel) Stonestreet (1809-1899), Dr. Stonestreet’s mother, depending on the 
occasion.  Both ply their interpretive trade at our three museums and at events 
around the county, delighting visitors with their knowledge.  In addition, Mary 
Lou has published a small book of home remedies based on her research on 
Mrs. Stonestreet, and Clarence hopes to have a book on Dr. Stonestreet  
published later this year. 

Fall 2009 



Montgomery Connections Project Launched 

County Council President Phil Andrews, Councilmember Nancy 
Navarro, and Director of the County Executive’s Office of Community 
Partnerships Bruce Adams joined the Montgomery County Historical 
Society in the premiere of Montgomery Connections at the Beall-
Dawson House on July 1st.  Also in attendance were several members of 
the initial focus groups, made up of members of our county’s Spanish- 
and Chinese-speaking communities; some of our volunteer voice artists; 
and many other people who have helped the project come to fruition.   

“I really enjoyed learning more about the project. I was very im-
pressed with the authentic outreach to, and participation of, the Latino 
and Chinese community,” commented Councilmember Nancy Navarro.   

Beth Hickey, MCHS Director of Project Development and Out-
reach added, “While this is a project of the Montgomery County Histori-
cal Society, it could not have come to completion without the amazing 
support we experienced from the Chinese- and Spanish-speaking com-
munities, as well as the Montgomery County arts community.  During 
our early project testing we held a series of focus groups and were en-
couraged by the response from the Hispanic participants.  They felt the 
project would provide opportunities to talk to their own children about 
their experiences in their home countries during times of hardship. And 
I was overwhelmed by the support from the Chinese community and 
their excitement that we were reaching out and including them in a pro-
ject about local history.  This really has been an amazing experience and 
has fostered new relationships between the historical society and other 
local cultural groups… relationships that I hope only continue to grow.”   

Blanche Corwin’s banner, one of the  
four banners introduced on July 1st.   

Left to right: George Wong (President, Taiwanese Benevolence  
Association of Greater Washington), Phil Andrews (County Council 
President), Debbie Rankin (MCHS Executive Director), Beth Hickey 
(MCHS Director of Project Development and Outreach), and  
Pamela Chiang and Tony Shen (Chinese language voiceover artists 
for the project).  

In July, the banners were on loca-
tion around Rockville.  All four 
will be at the Beall-Dawson House 
for Happy Birthday Montgomery 
County! on September 6th.  Look 
for them in Gaithersburg, Silver 
Spring, and Germantown later this 
summer and throughout the fall.  
Smaller versions of the banners 
are also appearing in bus shelters, 
The Gazette, The Washington 
China News, and A&C Business.   



Have you listened to Montgomery Connections yet?  Debbie and 
Beth were the lucky staff members who went to Omega Studios 
in Twinbrook this past May to assist the volunteer voice talent in 
recording the audio portion of the project.  What a day!  The  
Chinese audio was recorded early in the morning by members of 
the Montgomery County Taiwanese community, Tony Shen and 
Pamela Chiang.  They were recruited for us by Tong-Ching 
Chang, the Executive Director of Wintergreen Kunqu Society, a 
Chinese theater group in Potomac.  Shen, a former news anchor, 
and Chiang, an event emcee, both put in a lot of extra time help-
ing our recording technician edit the tracks.  The Spanish audio 
was recorded by Monica Escalante, Vice President of Volunteers, 
Community Education and Outreach for Montgomery Hospice, 
and Sebastian Montes (the latter will be one of our Spanish lan-
guage docents at the Beall-Dawson House this summer).  Neither 
had been in a studio before, but they both rose to the occasion and 
did a fabulous job.  Finally, the English recordings were per-
formed by three members of the Washington Revels, a perform-
ance group based in Silver Spring.  Greg Lewis, the Executive 
Director, and group members Terry and Diane Winslow clearly 
put a lot of thought into their characters’ voices.  (Of course, this 
is not to say that our other artists did not… but English is the only 
language most of our staff easily understands!)  Thanks to all our 
volunteer voices for helping us bring Blanche, Yarrow, Dora, and 
Fred to life.            

In the Studio. Above: Greg Lewis, Diane Winslow and 
Terry Winslow, our English voices.  Below: Monica 
Escalante, one of our Spanish voices (the other,  
Sebastian Montes,  is not pictured).  Below left: Tony 
Shen and Pamela Chiang, our Chinese voices.  

To hear the four stories in English, call 301-296-5603 
To hear the four stories in Chinese, call 301-296-5604 
To hear the four stories in Spanish, call 301-296-5605 

� a free call - no cost except your minutes�  
 

OR visit our website to hear the stories and learn more about each topic 
in all three languages:  www.montgomeryconnections.org 

Montgomery Connections is funded by a grant from the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services.  Other sponsors and supporters include: The Gazette Newspapers, Comcast, 
Clear Channel Communications, Ernst & Young/Gary Correll, Chinese Culture and 

Community Service Center (CCACC), Washington Chinese News, Wintergreen Kunqu 
Society, Montgomery Hospice, and The Washington Revels. 



Changes to Your MCHS Newsletter 
 
Beginning with this issue we are moving to a quarterly 
newsletter.  Publishing a larger and more informative 
newsletter four times a year is more efficient and cost 
effective than publishing a smaller newsletter six times 
a year. Also, in an effort to maintain the current mem-
bership fees, decrease expenses by cutting down on 
mailing costs, and help the environment by not printing 
so many pieces of paper, we intend to shift as many 
members as possible to an electronic version of the 
newsletter. Please send us your email address so you 
can begin receiving your newsletter and other MCHS 
news and information via your computer. We hope to 
have a primarily electronic communication system  
established by 2010.  

New MCHS Blog:  
A Weekly Artifact from Our Collections 
 
Joanna Church, Director of Collections, has started a 
new blog that will feature an artifact from the collec-
tions every week:  

www.afinecollection.wordpress.com  
Like most museums, the Society has many, many more 
objects than can be displayed at any one time, and the 
blog will provide an outlet for presenting some of these 
pieces that have seldom, if ever, gone on exhibit.  Sev-
eral artifacts are already on view, and new posts will go 
up every Wednesday.  Bookmark the page to get your 
weekly artifact fix!  Hoping to see something related to 
your favorite historical topic/person/place?  Sugges-
tions are welcome: jchurch@montgomeryhistory.org.    

The Last Book Sale 
 
We’re saddened to announce that 2009 will be our 
LAST  Used Book Sale.  Help us to make the last book 
sale a grand one!  We still need your book donations 
for this sale, and we’ll be accepting them through  
September 1st.  The book sale will be held September 
12 - 20, location to be determined.   

New Staff, Board Members Welcomed 
 
MCHS welcomes Ben Stonestreet, Vice President of 
Construction for DANAC Corporation, to our Board of 
Directors.  He is a descendant of Dr. Joseph Harris  
Stonestreet, a cousin of our own Dr. E.E. Stonestreet. 
We’re also pleased to announce that Beth Hickey, who 
is familiar to many of you from her years as volunteer, 
office assistant and Waters House site manager, will 
now be working full-time as Director of Project  
Development and Outreach. 

Beall-Dawson House to Close for Two 
Weeks This Fall 
 
The Beall-Dawson House will be closed for housekeep-
ing from Monday, September 28 through Friday, Octo-
ber 9, 2009.  The Stonestreet Museum of 19th Century 
Medicine will also be closed during this time.  The  
Library and Waters House will remain open.  

WHAT ’S NEW? 

Admission Prices Raised 
 
As of October 10th, 2009, admission to the museums in 
Rockville will be $5 ($3 for students/seniors).  The 
Sween Library’s research fees for students and seniors 
will go up to $3 (the standard fee remains unchanged at 
$5).  The charges for school tours are staying the same, 
admission to the Waters House will still be free, and of 
course MCHS members can still visit the museums and 
library free of charge. 

Grants Received 
 
MCHS recently learned that we have been awarded two 
grants.  First, we are one of only six sites in Maryland 
selected to host a traveling exhibit called “Between 
Fences,” awarded by the Maryland Humanities  
Council.  The exhibit is part of the “Museums on Main 
Street” initiative of the Smithsonian Institution  
Traveling Exhibition Service. This display will be at 
the Waters House, probably in the spring of 2011; look 
for more information in upcoming newsletters. Second, 
we were among the many recipients of the Institute of  
Museum and Library Services’ “Connecting to Collec-
tions Bookshelf,” a set of reference books related to the 
care of artifact, archival and library collections in  
museums.  These books will be available in the MCHS 
Administration Building as a resource for other local 
history groups. 

Changes to the Montgomery County Story 
 
Beginning in 2010 the Story will be published twice a 
year, with each issue containing several articles.  We’re  
finishing out 2009 with a double issue in late Septem-
ber.  Look for our new, improved cover in the mail! 



MCHS at the Fair, August 14th-22nd 
 
We hope you will join us at the 61st annual Montgomery County Agricultural Fair, where MCHS has entered 
into two very exciting collaborations. We will join the Old Timers by providing exhibits and brochures for  
local history groups throughout the week and special presentations by members of our Speakers Bureau. We 
have also arranged with the Community Square organizers to present a history hour every day, Saturday to 
Saturday, from 11:30-1:30. MCHS will be the star attraction on Monday, August 17 and Saturday, August 22. 
We hope you can join us there for family activities, crafts, presentations and more. Stop by the rest of the week 
to see the diversity of our local history community. 

COMING  SOON 

Chinese and Spanish Tours of the Beall-Dawson House Offered 
 
With the help of several student volunteers, we’re pleased to offer tours of the Beall-Dawson House and the 
Stonestreet Museum of 19th Century Medicine in Spanish and Chinese this summer.  Chinese tours will be 
available August 8th and 9th, and Spanish tours on August 15th and 16th.  Tours in both languages will be 
available at our Happy Birthday Montgomery County! celebration on September 6th.  Throughout the fall we 
will also offer Spanish and Chinese tours by appointment.    

Happy Birthday Montgomery County! 
FREE at the Beall-Dawson Historical Park, Rockville 
Sunday, September 6th, 2009 from 2-5 p.m. 
 
Explore Montgomery County’s history on this special day with crafts, archaeology, a history hunt, displays by 
local historical groups, living history presentations, exhibits, lectures, videos, music, and of course, birthday 
cake!  Montgomery County was created on September 6th, 1776, making this year our 233rd birthday.  This 
year’s highlights include a talk on the Terra Cotta train wreck of 1907, performances by local musicians, all 
four of our Montgomery Connections banners, and animal demonstrations by local groups.  Michael Twitty 
will be in our Heirloom Garden to answer your questions, and it will be one of your last opportunities to see 
our fabulous “Montgomery County Pets” exhibit before it closes on September 13th.   Don’t miss this  
wonderful family event! 

Holiday Events in December 
 
As always, the holiday season at the Beall-Dawson House and the Waters House is filled with events and  
programming for the whole family.  Join us at the Waters House on December 6th for our annual Tree  
Lighting and Visit from Santa!  At the Beall-Dawson House, our popular holiday tours begin December 1st; 
enjoy the house decorated for Christmas and Chanukah with music as our theme, and of course the tour con-
cludes with homemade hot cider and cookies.   For the craft-minded, we’re offering a “Holiday in a Box” 
workshop at the Waters House on  December 13th, where you can make a tiny holiday scene (decorating 
theme of your choice, of course!) of your own.  For more details on these events, see our Calendar of Events 
later in this newsletter, or visit our website at www.montgomeryhistory.org.   
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through September 13th 
Beall-Dawson House 
 
This exhibit looks at pet owning and pet 
keeping from the 19th century through 
the present. From the historian’s view-
point, how we feed, nurture, interact with 
and mourn our animal companions can 
tell us about our society as a whole. And 
from the animal lover’s viewpoint, it’s 
fun to see lots of pictures of pets! MCHS 
has enjoyed wonderful community sup-
port for this exhibit – from the many 
people who contributed photographs and 
stories and loaned objects, to the many 
businesses who have provided financial 
support:�Animal Exchange, BARK!, 
Heavenly Days Animal Crematory, Liv-
ing Ruff, Pro Feed, Inc., Sugarloaf Pet 
Gardens, The Groomery & Olde Town 
Bed & Biscuit, Whole Pet Central. 

From Spring to Snow:  
A 19th Century Heirloom Garden 
through November 8th 
Beall-Dawson Historical Park 
 
A year-long outdoor exhibit shows the 
types of vegetables and herbs typically 
found in kitchen gardens in Montgom-
ery County during the 19th century.  
Michael Twitty, author of Fighting Old 
Nep: Afro-Maryland Foodways, is cura-
tor for this unusual exhibit. The project 
is funded through a grant from the 
Montgomery County Historic Preserva-
tion Commission. MCHS is also grate-
ful to Maryland Environmental Services 
for donating a truckload of LeafGro and 
the City of Rockville for picking it up. 
Michael can be found in the garden the 
first Sunday of every month as well as 
other odd times. For more details call 
Karen at 301-340-2825 or   
kylottes@montgomeryhistory.org. 

Historical Montgomery County 
through September 19th 
Waters House 
 
The Art League of Germantown 
(ALOG) presents its second annual 
visual art exhibition at the Waters 
House History Center, featuring paint-
ings and photographs of Montgomery 
County people and places.  Subjects 
include the C&O Canal, Rock Creek, 
Glen Echo, Antique Row in Kensing-
ton, many historic homes around the 
county, the Stonestreet family of 
Rockville, George Atzerodt, and 
many others.  The pieces are for sale, 
so be sure to have a look.  Also on 
display (although not for sale!) is one 
of the Historical Society’s own paint-
ings, an 1853 portrait of Foresta Vin-
son of Rockville.  Foresta is not often 
out of storage, so don’t miss your 
chance to see this lovely portrait. 

Current Exhibits 

Upcoming Exhibits 

Milk on the MOOve 
September 26th - November 4th 
Waters House 
 
Creameries and milk transportation 
(researched by Cindy Pfanstiehl), the 
ongoing Dairy Mapping & Oral  
Histories project, and a repeat of last 
year’s popular 1930s Dairy Farm 
Kitchen will highlight the King Farm 
Dairy MOOseum’s annual fall  
exhibit.  Also on display will be plans 
for the King Barn, in the South Ger-
mantown Recreational Park, which 
will soon become the permanent 
home of the MOOseum.  A Grand 
Opening is anticipated in the Spring 
of 2010.  Construction is currently  
underway!  Private tours of the  
exhibit can be arranged by contacting 
Barbara McGraw (301-229-4385) or 
by emailing the MOOseum at  
dairymooseum@aol.com. 

Tuned In: Montgomery County’s 
Place in Musical History 
Oct. 20th, 2009 - April 3rd, 2010 
Beall-Dawson House 
 
This exhibit will take a look at the im-
portance of music in the lives of Mont-
gomery County residents in the 19th, 
20th and 21st centuries.  Music holds a 
central place in our society, from com-
munity bands to favorite stores, church 
choirs to school orchestras, victrolas in 
the parlor to iPods on the Metro.  
Many county musicians and entertain-
ers have gone on to broader fame, and 
a few local stores have grown into na-
tional chains; others have stayed local 
favorites, no less important or loved.  
Some groups last the test of time and 
have long histories, while others enjoy 
only a brief existence.  The story of our 
local music scene will be told through 
photographs, archival documents and 
artifacts. 

The Suburban Ideal:  
Domestic Architecture in  
Montgomery County, 1890-2010 
Nov. 18th 2009 - June 26th, 2010 
Waters House 
 
This exhibit will look at the wide 
range of architectural styles found in 
suburban homes built in Montgom-
ery County neighborhoods, 1890 to 
2010.  Looking at historic photo-
graphs, maps, architectural artifacts 
and models, newspapers and adver-
tisements, the exhibit will explore 
changing attitudes, aesthetic trends 
and consumer expectations about 
housing and neighborhoods.   
Extraordinary events, population 
growth, technological developments, 
social and political ideologies, and 
changing cultural norms will be ex-
amined in this look at the much-
maligned - but also much-loved - 
place known as suburbia. 
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President: Jack Devine 
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                     Tad Asbury                 Hub Hubble   
                     Karen Britto                Melissa Keshishian 
                     Tom Champion           Ben Stonestreet 
                     Mary Grassick             Sharon Washburn  
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Education Director: Karen Yaffe Lottes 
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The Montgomery County Historical Society, Inc. 

From the Executive Director……. Debbie Rankin 
 
            You may begin to notice some changes in the coming weeks and months, starting with this column in 
the newsletter which will alternate between the Executive Director and the President of the Board, Jack  
Devine.  Jack and I both think this is a great opportunity to keep you informed about what goes on at the  
historical society, from our own unique perspectives. 
            But there are even more changes.  This newsletter will now be published quarterly, and the  
Montgomery County Story published bi-annually.  The Story will be more comprehensive and include multiple 
stories and topics in each issue.  On a related note, one of our primary goals is to start moving our publications 
(such as the newsletter and the Story) to electronic format in the coming months - saving money and trees!  
Please send us your email address so you can begin receiving MCHS communications electronically. 
(jcottrell@montgomeryhistory.org). 
            As we begin a new fiscal year you’ll hear even more about the rollout of the multi-lingual education 
project, Montgomery Connections.   This project creates opportunities for us to reflect the diversity of the 
county we are charged with interpreting.  While this is a unique challenge, we begin with offering Chinese and 
Spanish tours of the Beall-Dawson house, presenting multi-cultural performances at our public events, and im-
proving our new collaborative relationships with the Hispanic and Chinese communities.   
            The board is also taking steps toward improvement with the Governance Museum Assessment  
Program (GMAP) conducted through the American Association of Museums (AAM), which concludes in late 
September with a Site Survey.   The GMAP is intended to increase communications between board, staff and 
volunteers; create a venue for new ideas to flourish; and demonstrate that our organization is actively pursuing 
excellence.   
            Unfortunately, 2009 will be the last year for both the Annual Book Sale and Backyard History Camp.  
While the book sale was at one time an effective way to reach into the community and also raise quite a bit of 
money, it is now less lucrative and is a substantial burden on our limited resources.  Similarly, our camp was 
successful for many years but with increasing prices and competition from other camps, the costs have gone 
up while our enrollment has gone down, again making it unreasonable to continue the program.  
            Looking to the future, we were just notified that the Montgomery County Historical Society has been 
selected as one of six state sites to host the traveling Smithsonian Exhibit Between Fences at the Waters House 
in Germantown.   The creative juices of the staff are just beginning to stir and you’ll hear much more about 
programming surrounding the exhibit.  Also in the coming months, staff will work closely with the faculty and 
parents at the new, recently named William B. Gibbs Jr. Elementary School (now in the front yard of the  
Waters House) to create relevant programs for students and their families. 
            While change is seldom welcome and frequently difficult, it does bring a sense of energy, anticipation 
and renewal.  We have much to be excited about at the Montgomery County Historical Society and we thank 
you for your support! 



“Stuff” Needed for Upcoming Exhibits 
 
Joanna Church, Director of Collections, needs your help in gathering artifacts and images for our fall exhibits.  Do you 
have your old marching band hat from Poolesville High School?  A music stand that belonged to your great-aunt in 
Wheaton?  Programs for church choir concerts in Rockville?  Photos of Susie’s first piano recital in Gaithersburg? 
Wouldn’t you like to loan these things for the “Tuned In” exhibit on Montgomery County music?   
 
“The Suburban Ideal” exhibit, on local domestic architecture, 
can also use your input.  We’re looking for photos of people 
posed in front of their Montgomery County houses (see the 
Warfield family, at right), whether the photo was taken in 
1890, 2009, or anywhere in between.  After all, architecture is 
about the people living in the home, as well as the building  
itself.   
 
If you have something you’d like to lend (photos will be 
scanned and originals returned) for either of these exhibits, 
please contact Joanna Church at 301-340-2825 or 
jchurch@montgomeryhistory.org. 

 

The Warfield family posed on their porch, Laytons-
ville, ca. 1900.   Courtesy Missy Warfield. 

       Welcome New Members! 
Charles T. Burton 
Bradley J. Scrio 
Greg Beaudoin 
Frederick R. Bird 
Hugh Gardner 
Tabitha Eagle 
Anne Piggot Black 
Robert R. Williams, III 
Lou Gloyd 
Gladys Nelson 
Mary C. Butler 
Aileen Magelitz 
Judith Shrader 

James Beasley 
Michael S. Johns 
Dr. Charles Y. Yang 
Molly Henning 
Kathleen Henning 
Bernard Hildebrand 
William P. Winter 
Jean B. McConville 
Stella Hargrove 
William Webber 
Piper Larson 
David Kushner 
Thomas Wellems 

Judy Miller 
Griffith Lindsay 
Greg Borgstede 
Carole Sonneborn 
Mary Ann Brodeur 
Dora McGrath 
David A. Wills 
Alvin Abraham 
Charlotte King 
Lori Kelman 
Janet Clark 
Roger Langley 
Jeff Bond 

Susan Glick 
Santa Ottens 
Sue Ducat 
Robyn Smith 
Elizabeth Luke 
Susan Marie Miller 
John Bursley 
Patricia A. Tyson 
Kenneth J. Hyatt 
Denis Mackey 
Glenn Kelley 
Susan Skomal 
William Holdsworth 

Volunteers for History: Become a School Museum Docent at the Montgomery County 
Historical Society 
Training: Friday, September 25 from 9:30-2:30 
 
Does everyday life in 1820 intrigue you? Are you engrossed by the medical treatments of the 1860s? Do the clothes of 
past generations captivate your imagination? Connect the past with the present and share that excitement by becoming a 
School Docent at the Montgomery County Historical Society's Beall-Dawson House and Stonestreet Museum of 19th 
Century Medicine. School Docents work two mornings per month, Wednesday-Friday from 9:45-12:00, during the 
school year. For more information call 301-340-2825 or ecorrell@montgomeryhistory.org. 



FALL /WINTER  CALENDAR  OF EVENTS 

August 31-September 4              Morning Coffee. Stop by for free coffee and share your hopes and ideas for  
                                                    programming at the Waters House History Center.  9:00-10:30 at the Waters House 

History Center. Free. 
 
Sunday, September 6                  Happy Birthday Montgomery County! An afternoon of fun to celebrate the 

county’s 233rd birthday!  Special day with pet related activities to go with the cur-
rent exhibit The Other Member of the Family: Montgomery County Pets,  

                                                    displays by local historical groups, living history presentations, lectures, music and, 
of course, birthday cake!   2:00-5:00 at the Beall-Dawson Historical Park. Free. 

 
September 12-20                         Used Book Sale. Place and times TBA - check our website for updates! 
 
Friday, September 25                  School Docent Training.  Training for volunteers to do the 4th/5th grade field trip  
                                                    program in the Beall-Dawson House and Stonestreet Museum of 19th Century Medi-

cine. If you are interested in helping, please contact Emily Correll at 301-340-2825 
or ecorrell@montgomeryhistory.org.  9:30-2:30 at the Beall-Dawson House. 

 
Saturday, October 10                  Walking Tour : Brookmont.  This neighborhood just north of the District line along 
                                                    MacArthur Blvd is not as well known as its neighbor Glen Echo but is equally rich 
                                                    in history. Begun as a housing development in 1925, the area retains some of the  
                                                    19th century homes which pre-dated development as well as the modest homes built 
                                                    in the early 20th century. Barbara Torrey and Clara Myrick Green, co-authors of   
                                                    Brookmont, will lead the tour of this hidden gem. 10:00-11:30.  Meeting place TBA.  
                                                    $6/$3 for MCHS members. 
 
Wednesday, October 14              Promoting Your Heritage Organization: The Basics.  An opportunity for members 

of the county’s history community to talk about better ways of promoting history 
events.  7-9:30 at the Silver Spring Train Station. Cost $40, reservations required. 

 
Tuesday, October 20                   Talk: Food Preservation. Historical look at food preservation with Michael Twitty. 
                                                    7:30 in Beall-Dawson House. $6/$3 for MCHS members.  Reservations required.  
 
Sunday, November 8                  Seed Saving.  Michael Twitty shows you how to do your own seed saving for next 

year’s garden. In the Heirloom Garden at the Beall-Dawson Historical Park. 
                                                    2:00-4:00 in the garden.  Free. 
 
December 1-January 3                Holiday Tours at the Beall-Dawson House. This year’s decorating theme is music. 
 
Wednesday, December 2            Holiday Fete. Join the MCHS Board for this delightful evening of good food, lively 

company and lovely music. The annual silent auction will have many items to entice 
possible bidders.  6:30-8:30 at the Beall-Dawson House. Cost: $25 per person/$40 
per couple; reservations required. 

 
Sunday, December 6                   Holiday Tree Lighting.  Santa arrives in his horse-drawn wagon at this traditional 

holiday open house with music and hot cider.  4:30-6:00 at the Waters House  
                                                    History Center.  Free. 
 
Sunday, December 13                 Craft Workshop: Holiday in a Box. Make your own miniature holiday scene in 

this hands-on workshop. Make books and cards using reproductions from MCHS’ 
own collections, decorate your tree with homemade ornaments measuring not 
more than 1" in size, and create your own basic household furnishings.  
2:00-5:00 at the Waters House History Center. $20/$15 for MCHS members.   
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From the President 
 
I have just received the resignation of our member-
ship chair, John Herman. Thanks to John for his 
contributions to the club and his input to the  
executive committee. The membership chair is  
responsible for the sign-in sheets at club meetings, 
welcoming new members and guests at meetings, 
and reporting attendance numbers to the Historical 
Society for their records. The chair also works 
with other club officers in planning club activities. 
If you would be interested in taking on this  
responsibility, please contact me at 301-229-3515. 
 
— Lorraine Minor 

Fall 2009 Meetings 
 
September 23rd 
“Tracking Your Genes in Genealogy: DNA 
Testing,” by Thomas H.  Shawker, M.D.,  
author of Unlocking Your Genetic History.  He 
explains the principles behind Y chromosome 
and mitochondrial DNA tests for genealogy, 
how to interpret the results, and how you can 
you use them for genealogy. 
 
October 28th 
“Genealogy Computer Programs,” by a 
panel of Club members.  The panel will discuss 
the features of four genealogy programs:  
Legacy, Family Tree Maker, Personal Ancestry 
File, and The Master Genealogist.  After the 
formal discussion, each panel member will be 
able to demonstrate the software on individual 
laptops and answer questions to small groups 
of interested potential users. 
 
November 18th 
“Finding Original Documents on the  
Internet,” by Angela McGhie, director of the  
Columbia Family History Center.  Discover 
which types of records are now available and 
where to find them.  She will look at major  
collections as well as vital, census, land and 
military records along with maps and  
newspapers. 

Anniversary Dinner 
 
All who came to the Genealogy Club’s Anniversary 
Dinner on  June 7th enjoyed seeing two original 
members, Mary Charlotte Crook and Jane Sween, 
and hearing a fun talk about “Misadventures in  
Genealogy” by Bill Offutt.  A little over $200 was 
donated towards the purchase of a new microfilm 
reader printer (a current library need). 

Archives Research Day 
 
Fifteen people participated in the research tour and 
trip to the National Archives at College Park on 
June 4th.   Club members who are interested in 
other research outings (such as the DAR Library) 
should let officers know of their interest. 

First Friday  
 
The library was closed for the Independence Day 
holiday on the first Friday in July, so our next  
sessions will be on August 7th and September 4th.  
We’re open for any type of research inquiry, but if 
you can, please call ahead to give us a chance to 
prepare for your specific needs. 
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Genealogy Club meetings, unless otherwise 
noted, are held at the Rockville Senior Center, 
1150 Carnation Dr., Rockville, MD. Call 240-
314-5019 for directions. There is ample free 
parking. Meetings are always held on Wednes-
days at 7:30, with refreshments following.�



Notes From The Library  
Current Volunteer Projects  
 
The Confederate Veterans Database Project is nearly finished! Taken from notes made by Marian and Charles 
Jacobs, the database lists Confederate veterans with a Montgomery County connection. We have already  
entered 205 names, two of whom have been identified as African American: Basil Dorsey and Luke Hebron. 
We anticipate the final editing, done by Jane Sween, Linda Kennedy and Pat Andersen, will be finished and 
the book will be on the shelf for researchers by the end of the summer.  
 
The African American Land Records Database Project is also moving along thanks to volunteers Suzanne 
Johnson and Gwen Reese. Librarian Pat Andersen had abstracted Montgomery County land records pertaining 
to African Americans. To date nearly 9,000 records have been entered into the database and tables have been 
created for "Enslaved" (sales, indentures and manumissions of individuals), "1867 Slave Census" (former 
slaves and owners) and "1850 Census" (both free and enslaved African Americans as well as owners). Once 
finished we anticipate researchers will be able to query the database and tables for their specific searches. In 
addition, Gwen has generously donated a copy of the Church Register for the St. Paul Community Church in 
Sugarland. This historic black church was founded in 1871 by former slaves.  
 
As data entry has become a significant part of the library's volunteer projects, we are always looking for  
people with database experience as well as a willingness to help build databases (i.e., typing), something 
which can be very tedious. If you are interested in helping, please contact Pat Andersen at  
pandersen@montgomeryhistory.org. 

Heritage Days Recap 
 
This year’s county-wide Heritage Days celebration, organized by Heritage Montgomery, was a definite  
success.  MCHS enjoyed over 40 visitors at the closing day of Something Old: Montgomery County Wedding 
Traditions at the Waters House, and the Pet Expo at the Beall-Dawson House brought over 200 human visitors 
(not to mention several dozen dogs and two rabbits) to see the pet exhibit, check in with our twelve vendors, 
have their pet’s portrait taken by photographer Tom Meeks, and watch members of 4-H Clubs Kids-n-Dogs 
and Pets R Us demonstrate dog agility trials on the front lawn.  Thanks go to our Pet Expo sponsors and  
vendors: Animal Exchange, BARK!, Bichon and Friends Small Dog B&B, Heavenly Days Animal Crematory, 
Living Ruff, Maryland Shore Pet Resort, Montgomery County Humane Society, Potomac Kennels, Pro Feed, Inc., 
Sugarloaf Pet Gardens, The Groomery & Olde Town Bed & Biscuit, Whole Pet Central, and Your Dog’s Friend. 

Right: One of our vendors, with human and canine 
visitors.  Below: Heritage Day visitors watching dog 
agility trials.  Photos by Shannon O’Rourke. 
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